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After the surrender of Japan In August 1945, the
democratic movement of Siam began to unfold. The
labour organisation emerging from its underground
movement, began to revive its activities. It struggled
for its legal status and for the strengthening of its ranks.
It boldly challenged the attempts of the ruling clique,,
the agents of imperialism, the nobility, landowners,
reactionaries and Kuomintang secret agents to impede
and destroy labour activities.

Under the leadership of the Bangkok Federation ,of
Trade Unions, workers of the rice industry carried out
a general strike in November 1945. It ended victoriously.
This victory has an immense significance in the history
of the Siamese labour movement. It brought about a
close unity between the Siamese and Chinese workers
and basically annihilated the feudalistic vestige of shop
trade unions. It influenced the other labourers to act
likewise in this struggle for the improvement of the
workers' livelihood, in consolidating their own organi-
sations and applying for affiliation to the Bangkok
Federation of Trade Unions.

On January 16,1946, the Federation called its second
congress, at which the following resolutions were
adopted:

1.    To thoroughly extirpate fascist remnants.

2.    To struggle for the implementation of true demo-
cracy and to demand from the Government freedom of
speech, press, assembly, association, the right to strike and
legal status for political parties of the working class.

3.    To improve the livelihood of the labourers, pri-
marily to extend relief to the unemployed workers, to
promulgate labour laws and to improve the treatment of
labourers.

4.    To establish a national federation of trade unions.

5.    To affiliate to the WFTU and join the organisation
as a member.

All the workers of Siam, following the example of the
labourers in the Bangkok districts also established their
own organisations. In order to unify the organisations of
the whole country the trade union associations in various
localities sent their representatives to Bangkok for a con-
ference. On April 28,1946, a preparatory committee was